*K1811. Gods (saints) in disguise visit mortals.

----

K1816.1.1. Gardener disguise

ATU 314 Goldener 	AT 314 The Golden-Haired Boy and His Magic Horse 	B316. Abused and pampered horses.
  	  	C912. Hair turns to gold as punishment in forbidden chamber.
  	  	K1816.1.1. Gardener disguise
  	  	C495.1.1. All questions to be answered, "I don't know"
  	  	H75.4.4. Recognition by golden hair.
  	  	T91.6.4.6.4. Princess falls in love with lowly boy
  	  	T55.1.1. Princess declares her love for lowly hero.
  	  	L113.1.0.1.1.0.1. Heroine endures hardships with menial husband.
  	  	H56. Recognition by wound.
  	  	
----
N683. †N683. Stranger accidentally chosen king.

ATU 567A Magic Bird-Heart and Separated Brothers 	AT 567A Magic Bird Heart and Twin Brothers 	S322.4. †S322.4. Evil stepmother casts boy forth.
  	  	K512. †K512. Compassionate executioner
  	  	
D1561.1.1. †D1561.1.1. Magic bird-heart (when eaten) brings man to kingship
  	  	
M312.3. †M312.3. Eater of magic bird-heart will become rich (or king).
  	  	
N311. †N311. Separation of persons caused by looking for water.
  	  	N683. †N683. Stranger accidentally chosen king.
  	  	
S264.1. †S264.1. Man thrown overboard to placate storm.

----
ATU 857 Louse-Skin 	AT 621 The Louse-Skin (now ATU 857) 	B873.1. †B873.1. Giant louse.
  	  	F983.2. †F983.2. Louse fattened.
  	  	H551. †H551. Princess offered to man who can out-riddle her.
  	  	
H522.1. †H522.1. Test: guessing origin of certain skin.
  	  	
H573.3. †H573.3. Riddle solved by listening to propounder talk in his sleep.

----
K1811. Gods (saints) in disguise visit mortals.
	
ATU 750A The Three Wishes 	AT 750A Good Wishes and Foolish Wishes 	K1811. Gods (saints) in disguise visit mortals.
  	  	D1761.0.2. Limited number of wishes granted.
  	  	Q1.1. Gods (saints) in disguise reward hospitality and punish inhospitality
  	  	J2071. Three foolish wishes.
  	  	J2073. Same wishes used wisely and foolishly.
  	  	J2072.3. Short-sighted wish: all he pulls on will follow.
  	  	D2172.2. Magic gift: power to continue all day what one starts

----
ATU 750B Hospitality Rewarded 	AT 750B Hospitality Rewarded 	K1811. Gods (saints) in disguise visit mortals.
  	  	Q1. Hospitality rewarded -- opposite punished.
  	  	Q141. Reward: man's cows magically multiply
  	  	
----
ATU 750D God (St. Peter) and the Three Brothers 	AT 750D Three Brothers and their Gifts from Heaven 	K1811.1. Gods (spirits) disguised as beggars.

----
ATU 751A The Farmwife is Changed into a Woodpecker 	AT 751A The Greedy Woman Turned into a Bird 	K1811. Gods (saints) in disguise visit mortals.

----
ATU 751C* Wealth Leads to Pride 	AT 751C* Wealth Leads to Pride 	K1811.1. Gods (spirits) disguised as beggars.

----
ATU 752A Christ and St. Peter in the Barn 	AT 752A Threshing with Fire 	K1811. Gods (saints) in disguise visit mortals.

----
ATU 753 Christ and the Smith 	AT 753 Christ and the Smith 	K1811. Gods (saints) in disguise visit mortals.

----
ATU 785 Lamb's Heart 	AT 785 Who Ate the Lamb's Heart? 	
K1811.Gods (saints) in disguise visit mortals.
  	  	
K402.The lamb without a heart
  	  	
J1141.1.1.Largest part of a prize to go to the guilty man

----
ATU 846 Devil Always Blamed 	AT 846 Devil Is Blamed; God is Praised 	
K1811.Gods (saints) in disguise visit mortals.
  	  	
N111.4.1.Man thanks earth for saving his life; had he fallen into well he would have blamed Fortune.

----
====
The Folktale
Stith Thompson
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Part Two

The Folktale from Ireland to India

IV – The Folktale in Ancient Literature

3. Ancient Greek

From ancient Greece we have an abundance of literary records of almost every kind, but not a single attempt to preserve for us an authentic folktale as known and told by the ordinary Greek. The situation is much the same as with Biblical tradition: [437] there is much evidence of the presence of many of our best-known folktale motifs and sometimes indication that many of the more elaborate narratives were known in much the form familiar to us in present-day folklore. But both in the Bible and in Greek literature these narratives are lifted from their natural homely surroundings and are made to serve the purposes sometimes of the writer of sacred books, sometimes of the epic poet, and sometimes even of the dramatist.

From casual references scattered throughout Greek literature we may be sure that something very close to the folktale as known among the peasantry of modern Europe was a part of the entertainment not only of children but of adults. [438] They are frequently spoken of as "old wives' tales," and as filled with all kinds of marvels, including a large array of frightful animals and ogres.

Much more about the real nature of the ancient Greek folktales can be inferred from the way in which they are handled in Greek literature. In spite of the fact that they are often adapted to an entirely different literary medium, it is frequently easy to recognize close analogies to modern folk tales. [439] Sometimes, of course, the literary form may be the original from which a modern folktale has been developed, but a thorough study of the individual cases tends to show that normally the story as it appears in Greek literature is merely the adaptation of a popular Greek form of a folktale already well established in the world. [440]

There is much folktale material in Homer. Besides the Polyphemus episode, the whole series of adventures which Odysseus relates to the Phaeacians is laid in a world of wonders characteristic of the popular tale. Such are the [p. 279] harpies (B52); the sirens (B53); the enchantress Circe, who transforms his men (G263.1); the journey to the world of the dead (F81); the successive transformations of Proteus, the old man of the sea (G311); and the lotus flower that causes his companions to forget the homeward way (D1365.1.1). The Iliad, too, has its folktale motifs. For such, certainly, is Achilles' horse which speaks and advises him (B211.3); the war between the pygmies and the cranes (F535.5.1); and especially the tale of Bellerophon, containing as it does the motif of the hero falsely accused by the queen of attempting her honor (the Potiphar's wife motif, K2111), the letter sent to a neighboring king ordering the hero's execution (Uriah letter motif, K978), and the winning of a princess as a reward for overcoming monsters (T68).

In the myths which arose around the figure of Heracles we have many analogies to modern tales of the deeds of the strong man (Type 650). By his precocious strength, manifested already in the cradle, he overcomes the marvelous serpent, and later performs the whole series of "labors" in which he overcomes monsters, secures the golden apples, strikes off the hydra's nine heads, and brings Cerberus from hell. Some of these deeds are paralleled in the legend of Theseus, who also performs great feats of strength. Particularly like adventures in folktales is the defeat of the minotaur in King Minos's labyrinth where Theseus is helped by the king's daughter Ariadne (G530.2). Another widely used moti

[437] Many of these Biblical traditions have already been mentioned: The Garden of Eden, The Flood, and various explanatory legends (pp. 235ff.), Ruth, Susanna, Daniel, Jonah, Solomon, Moses, and Joseph (pp. 266ff.). For the Apocryphal story of Tobit, see Type 507B, above. For references to later Jewish legends, essentially literary, see p. 266, above.

[438] Ample evidence on this point has been assembled; see Bolte-Polívka, IV, 41ff.

[439] In his Griechische und albanesische Märchen (Leipzig, 1864), von Hahn classifies modern folktales on the basis of their resemblance to ancient Greek myths. The comparisons are often interesting, but the kind of direct relationship which he assumes is in most cases certainly not actual.

[440] Mention has already been made of the story of Oedipus (Type 931), of Rhampsinitus (Type 950), of The Wolf and the Kids (Type 123), coming respectively from Sophocles, Herodotus, Aesop, and Homer.

[441] The Legend of Perseus.

[442] See Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica.

[443] We have here an analogue not only to the Christopher story (Q25), but also to the much more general series of tales in which the gods or saints visit mortals in disguise (K1811).

[444] Cf. Types 513 and 514. These men, each endowed with some remarkable power (supernatural sight, hearing, speed, or the like), appear not only in modern folklore, but in the older written literature of such widely divergent places as Wales and India.

[445] For a good discussion of these relations, see Sven Liljeblad, "Argonauterna och sagorna om flykten från trollet," Saga och Sed, 1935, pp. 29 ff.

[446] For a good discussion of this motif, see Bolte-Polívka, III, 368.

[447] See Bolte-Polívka, IV, 113 ff.

[448] For these, see pp. 265f., above.

[449] For the literary fable, see p. 218, above.
Types:

123, 507B, 513, 514, 650, 931, 950
Motifs

B52, B53, B211.3, D1365.1.1, F81, F535.5.1, G263.1, G311, G530.2, K978, K1811, K2111, T68

----
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